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1 Old Fruitmarket
Albion Street

Type of Grant: Building Repair + Architectural Detail Status: Completed

The A Listed Old Fruitmarket adjoins and complements 
the City Halls .  The Townscape Heritage Initiative grant 
assisted a programme of works to restore the building's 
unique cast iron galleries so as to allow full barrier free 
access to the upper levels, in additional to stonework 
repairs to the Albion Street facade. Completed in 2007 
this has provided a unique and flexible performance and 
activity space for such events as Celtic Connections and 
the Jazz Festival, the National Thetre of Scotland, the 
Scottish BAFTA's, fashion shows, craft fairs, food 
markets and charity fundraising dinners.

.

2 City Halls
Albion Street

Type of Grant: Building Repair + Architectural Detail Status: Completed

The 'A' City Halls complex was the subject of a major 
partnership funding exercise to revitalise the site as a 
mainstream concert and recording  venue  at the heart 
of the Merchant City.  The Townscape Heritage 
Initiative grant funded works to the Albion Street 
frontage. This included extensive conservation work to 
the eroded and painted stonework and reintatement of 
a number of decorative features inlcuding window 
surround stonework, astragalled windows and 
rleadwork to the roof. Completed in 2006 the City Halls 
has seen new life as the headquarters of the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra, the base for the City's 
Music Education services and the Scottish Music 
Information centre archive and library.  The auditorium 
has been paised as having some of the finest acoustics 
in Europe.

.

3 Public Realm
Trongate/ King St/ Bell St

Type of Grant: Public Realm Works Status: Completed

The Merchant City Initiative, in partnership with Glasgow 
City Council Land Services, carried out extensive public 
realm works to the Trongate and streets surrounding the 
Tron Theatre and Merchant Square. The works 
focussed on the poor quality pavements (which were a 
mix of broken granolith and tar infill) and involved 
repaving the streets in Caithness flagstones whilst 
reusing kerb stones where ever possible in situ.

.
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4 Bar Gandolfi
Albion Street

Type of Grant: Reuse of Historic Upper Floors Status: Completed

One of the first 'pioneers' in the redevelopment of the 
Merchant City, Café Gandolfi received a Townscape 
Heritage Initiative grant  to facilitate and access the 
reuse of the vacant upper floor of the  'B' listed former 
cheese market as an iconic small bar/ restaurant 
complementary to the main restaurant on the ground 
floor.

.

5 Totspot
83 Trongate

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

This project involved the removal of an unsympathetic 
1970s shopfront to the base of a highly decorated 
Victorian Flemish/ Baronial style tenement and the 
insertion of a new shopfront based on traditional 
proportions. The new shop unit was taken up by an 
established Trongate business which has subsequently 
expanded to adjacent premises.

.

6 Café Gramafon
7 King Street

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

As part of works to convert a long standing vacant shop 
unit to a small Fin de Siecle café the unsympathetic 
1970s frontage was removed and a new shopfront 
based on original archive drawings and photographs 
installed. The new shopfront is on a prominent location 
close to the junction of King Street and the Trongate 
and adjoining Totspot's new shop at 83 Trongate (map 
ref 5).

.
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7 73 - 77 Trongate

Type of Grant: Building Repair + Architectural Detail Status: Completed

Adjoining the Tron Steeple and Tron Theatre this late 
Victorian building was in extremely poor condition 
having been vacant for a number of years. Grant from 
the Townscape Heritage Initiative allowed the complete 
refurbishment of the building including major structural 
works, a new roof, extensive stonework repairs and 
installation new shopfronts.  Once complete the 
premises were re-let to the charity 'Sounds of Progress' 
who are engaged in work with rehabitating people with 
special needs through music theatre and recording.

.

8 Tron Steeple
71 Trongate

Type of Grant: Building Repair + Architectural Detail Status: Completed

Built in 1592 the Tron Steeple is the second oldest 
structure within the Merchant City (only the Tollbooth 
pre-dating it) and a landmark structure for the city 
surviving both a fire of the adjoining chrch in 1793 and 
later re-modelling when arches were formed in the base 
of the structure to permit traffic rather than sweeping it 
away. The Steeple had, however, been subject of only 
basic maintenance for a number of years and was in a 
deteriorating condition. Townscape Heritage Initiative 
grant together with other funders such as Glasgow City 
Council and Historic Scotland allowed a full restoration 
project to be carried out by Glasgow Building 
Preservation Trust using traditional materials such as 
lime harl in leiu of the former chocolate brown coloured 
concrete render.

.

9 The Rochead Building
1-19 Albion St + 60-100 Trongate

Type of Grant: Building Repair + Architectural Detail Status: Completed

Townscape Heritage Initiative grant was made towards 
the beinging back into use of this long derelict but 
striking 'A' listed former bank chambers designed by JT 
Rochead in a flamboyant Scots baronial style. The 
insertion of new shopfrontages and reinstatement of 
architectural details (including a turret) to the landmark 
building were part of the redevelopment of the lproperty 
to form an Apartment Hotel by Crown Dilmum and one 
of the first of new developments along the historic but 
neglected Trongate.  This was the Phase 1 THI 
CRITICAL project.

.
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10 Travel Options
46 Trongate

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

Project involved the removal of a run down 1970s 
shopfront to a derelict unit at the base of the Tontine 
building and the insertion of a traditionally proportioned, 
timber shopfront based on archival evidence. These 
works were part of the redevelopment of the unit as a 
travel agents and café by a social enterprise and charity 
catering for and involved in the training of disabled 
people.

.

11 GuitarGuitar
36 Trongate

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

Forming the mid position in a block of shop units to the 
base of the 'B' listed Tontine building, the applicants 
received grant for installation of a replacement 
shopfrontage as part of the redevelopment of the 
property as a guitar shop. The applicants opted for a 
thoroughly modern interpretation of the original frontage 
(for which there was no archival evidence available) 
they simplified the materials to steel and glass in 
homage to the original design and as a contemporary 
interpretation for the present day.

.

12 Angels
33 Trongate

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

A long-standing local retailer received grant funding 
from the Townscape Heritage Initiative for works to a 
large corner shopfront to the base of a 'B' listed Vicorian 
tenement. This work involved the removal of an 
unsympathetic 1970s shopfront and insertion of a new 
shopfront based on tradional proportions.

.
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13 Trongate shopfronts
3-29 Trongate

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

This project involved works to revitalise four long vacant 
and derelict shopunits (3,7,17 and 27 Trongate) set 
within the base of a 'B' listed tenement. The tatty and 
unsympathetic 1960's and 70's style shopfronts were 
removed and new shopfronts based on archival photos 
and original plans installed.These works were carried 
out in conjunction with the Merchant City Initiative's strip 
out and refurbishment works to the interior of the shop 
units (see 16)

.

14 Cash Generator
11 Trongate

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

Completing shopfront enhancement works to this 'B' 
listed block and creating a new frontage for a long-
established shop unit the works involved the removal of 
an unsympathetic 1970s shopfront and insertion of a 
new shopfront based on original archive drawings and 
photographs.

.

15 Mercat Building Shopfront
Glasgow Cross

Type of Grant: Reinstatement of Historic Shopfront Status: Completed

The first shopfront works to receive Townscape 
Heritage Initiative funding saw the removal of an 
unsympatheic 1970's shopfront and installation of a 
traditional style Victorian shopfront by a furniture retailer 
in this key location on Glasgow Cross.

.
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16 Trade into Merchant City
Various

Type of Grant: Other Status: Completed

Funding from Glasgow City Council enabled the 
Merchant City Initiative to carry out works to over 30 
vacant and derelict Council-owned shop units in the 
eastern part of the Merchant City - primarily around the 
High Street, King Street, Trongate and Saltmarket 
areas. This work saw extensive strip out and repairs, 
removal of suspended ceilings and redecoration, often 
in conjunction with works to the shopfronts  so as to 
create 'walk-in' condition shells for new businesses. The 
units were then pro-actively marketed to creative 
industries assisted by the Council's bold decision to not 
just to take the highest offer on any of the units but to 
take into account the use, activation to the street and 
employment creating potential of the offers. This saw a 
large decrease in number vacant units in the area and 
helped cement the area's role as a location for niche 
and innovative businesses.

.

17 Singate and Gateways
Various

Type of Grant: Other Status: Completed

In creating a more defined identity for the Merchant City 
the Initiative commisioned local graphic designers 
'Graven Images' to create new entry signs into the area 
on the key gateways including under the arches at 
Royal Exchange Square and new square section 
stainless steel poles at key junctions in the area. This 
was carried out in conjunction with the installation of 
pavement plaques around the area detailing interesting 
events and facts as contained in the 'Obscure History' 
of the Merchant City (leaflet available to download 
www.glasgowmerchantcity.net/obscure.pdf )

.

18 Public Art
Tontine Lane

Type of Grant: Other Status: Completed

In a partnership with the Scottish Arts Council and the 
Esmee Fairbairn Trust, the Merchant City Initative 
commisioned an artist and an urban designer to look 
'beneath the skin' and address issues of identity and 
place in the re-development of the Merchant City. As 
one of the results of the project a neon canoe was 
installed in Tontine lane in the location where a real 
medieval canoe had been excavated over z century 
before; thus reflecting the ancient origins of the site and 
the changing pattern of the location of the River Clyde. 
Alongside this is the Turner prize winning artist, Douglas 
Gordon's neon 'Empire' sign and the neon 'Empire Bar' 
sign.  Both were repaired and relocated from the 
threatened Selfridges block to a new location on the 
lane. These works forms the first part of an overall 
strategy for public art to refelct the area's new role as a 
creative and cultural quarter.

.
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